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WELCOME!

We’re very glad that you’ve chosen to join us for our 2017 symposium, “Damaging Minds and Bodies:  
Trauma, Violence and the Criminal Justice System”. 
In order to address the subjects of mass incarceration and policing in the U.S., we’ve brought together a 
powerful array of speakers, including clinicians, attorneys, activists and advocates, scholars, and survivors 
of police violence and incarceration. We’re deeply grateful to the symposium presenters and participants 
for bringing their knowledge, commitment, clarity, and narratives to this event, and have no doubt that their 
involvement will ensure that we have an amazing program. 
We initially scheduled and planned for this symposium before the results of the November 2016 election 
were announced. However, like many in our audience, we are aware that the U.S. landscape relative to immi-
grant detention, policing, and civil liberties will continue to change under the new presidential administration. 
We particularly want to thank our speakers for taking the time now, as we are all anticipating shifts in the 
U.S. criminal justice system, to come talk with us about the impending escalation of immigrant deportations, 
policing, and rates of incarceration. We also are grateful to the symposium attendees for making this event a 
priority in this particular moment, and hope that you will stay in dialogue with Repair, with our speakers, and 
with other attendees as we continue to make sense of and respond to the emerging social political context. 
We want to highlight the emphasis within this symposium on the public and community health consequences 
associated with U.S. criminal justice practices and institutions. The mental and physical health consequences 
— particularly for people of color — associated with mass incarceration and policing are an under-explored 
and urgent topic. The disproportionate incarceration of people with disabilities, particularly those with 
mental illnesses, is also a critical aspect of our discussion. We are grateful to have the benefit of survivor 
testimony and the presence and insights of advocates and clinicians working with incarcerated populations.
This event would not have been possible without the funding and support provided by our friends and col-
leagues at NetCE. We want to thank them for their continuing support for our work, and for helping to 
bring our curriculum — including the video recordings of this event — to a larger audience of practitioners 
in healthcare, social services, and law. We also thank all of our wonderful student volunteers, and our orga-
nizational co-sponsors, the UCLA American Indian Studies Center, the UCLA Disability Studies Program, 
the UCLA Law School Youth and Justice Clinic, and the National Association of Social Workers-USC Unit. 
Thank you again for making time, braving traffic, and demonstrating the commitment it takes to engage fully 
with the subjects we’ll be addressing over the next two days! 

Beth Ribet Claudia Peña

 
 

repair.inquiries@gmail.com



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH  |  10AM-4PM 
CHARLES E. YOUNG RESEARCH LIBRARY CONFERENCE ROOM

10:00	 REGISTRATION

10:30-10:40	 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
•	 Claudia Peña, Repair 
•	 Shannon Speed, UCLA American Indian Studies Center

10:45-12:30	 PLENARY 
“The Criminalization of Youth: Consequences for Health, Life Chances, and Communities”
•	 Chair, Linda Demer, UCLA Medical School
•	 Diana Onley-Campbell, National Juvenile Justice Network-Youth Justice Leadership 

Institute
•	 Shantel Vachani, USC School of Social Work
•	 Jyoti Nanda, UCLA School of Law
•	 Everlyn Hunter, LA County Office of Education

12:30-1:00	 BREAK

1:00-1:45	 LUNCH AND FEATURED ADDRESS
•	 Camille Nelson, American University School of Law

2:00-3:45	 PLENARY 
“Race, Social Control and Punishment in the United States”
•	 Chair, Mishuana Goeman, UCLA American Indian Studies Center  

and Department of Gender Studies
•	 Rachel Meerapol, Center for Constitutional Rights
•	 Sarah Haley, UCLA Department of Gender Studies  

and Department of African-American Studies
•	 Barbara Creel, University of New Mexico School of Law
•	 Ameena Qazi, National Lawyers Guild, Los Angeles Chapter

3:45	 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CLOSING REMARKS



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH  |  10AM-4PM 
DODD HALL ROOM 147

10:00	 REGISTRATION

10:15-10:25	 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
•	 Claudia Peña, Repair
•	 Christine Littleton, UCLA School of Law

10:30-12:15	 PLENARY  
“Policing, Deportations, and Incarceration:  
Assessing the Landscape and Preparing for the Next Four Years”
•	 Chair, Claudia Peña, Repair
•	 Angeles Zaragoza, County of Los Angeles Alternate Public Defender
•	 janaya khan, Gender Justice LA & Black Lives Matter
•	 Thomas Saenz, Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund (MALDEF)
•	 Priscilla Ocen, Loyola Law School, Los Angeles

12:15-1:00	 LUNCH BREAK (OUTSIDE OF DODD HALL)

1:00-2:15	 ROUNDTABLE  
“Sexual Exploitation, Sex Trafficking, and the Criminal Justice System”
•	 Chair, Christine Littleton, UCLA School of Law
•	 Christine Stark, indigenous activist, artist and author
•	 Zhaleh Boyd, Wilberforce Institute for the study of Slavery and Emancipation (WISE)
•	 Beth Ribet, Repair 

2:30-4:00	 PLENARY 
“Delineating the Harm: Traumatic Consequences of Policing and Mass Incarceration” 
•	 Chair, Elyn Saks, USC Saks Institute for Mental Health Law, Policy and Ethics
•	 Ameena Ahmed, Physicians for Human Rights
•	 Lorraine Bonner, Repair
•	 Cecilia Chung, Transgender Law Center
•	 Deborah Dorfman, Center for Public Representation



PRESENTERS

 
AMEENA AHMED, MD MPH is Assistant Clinical Professor of Epidemiology at UCSF 
and a Physician at Kaiser Permanente, San Francisco. Since 2001, Dr. Ahmed has exam-
ined hundreds of torture survivors from over 60 countries and provided expert witness 
testimony on the medical and psychological evaluation of torture survivors in over 50 cas-
es in United States Federal immigration court. She has also presented affidavits to the 
European Court of Human Rights. She was previously Medical Director of Survivors Inter-
national, and Director of the Human Rights Clinic at Alameda County Medical Center. 

Dr. Ahmed has published extensively in peer-reviewed journals on the intersections of physical and mental health, 
with a special interest in sequelae of torture. Dr. Ahmed received her MD from the University of Chicago in 1996 
and completed residencies in Internal Medicine at Stanford University in 2000 and General Preventive Medicine 
and Public Health at UCSF in 2002.
 
LORRAINE BONNER was born and raised in New York City. She obtained her bache-
lor’s degree from Radcliffe College, and a medical degree from Stanford Medical School. 
She became aware of the impact of trauma on human health while practicing as a primary 
care physician, in both outpatient and hospital based settings. She has also explored deep-
ly her own childhood trauma, turning to art as a way of communicating the personal, polit-
ical and spiritual realities of living in a system based on power imbalance and the growing 
ascendancy of untrustworthiness.
 
DR. ZHALEH BOYD’s work in anti-trafficking has taken her to five continents over the 
past 20 years. She earned a Masters in Public Diplomacy from University of Southern 
California and has recently completed a PhD in Contemporary Slavery at Wilberforce In-
stitute for the study of Slavery and Emancipation (WISE). Her academic research has been 
focused on the intersections of technology and trafficking; sociocultural and geopolitical 
influences on the relationship between the perpetrator and the victim; shifting definitions 
of coercion and consent; and ethical research methods with trafficking subjects. Dr. Boyd 
currently offers human trafficking research and intervention design consulting.
 
CECILIA CHUNG, Senior Strategist of Transgender Law Center, is currently a Health 
Commissioner in San Francisco, a member of the Global Reference Group of Positive 
Women and Chair of the Sero Project. She is an internationally recognized leader who 
advocates for HIV/AIDS awareness and access to care, LGBT equality, and human rights. 
Cecilia has been a vocal advocate for transgender women and people living with HIV. In 
2002, she joined the Board of the Asian Pacific Islander Wellness Center and currently 



consults with them on an innovative mobile HIV testing project for transgender youth. In 2004, as a founding 
producer of Trans March, she helped organize one of the world’s largest annual transgender events which has 
since been replicated in cities across the U.S. In 2005, she became the first Deputy Director of the Transgender 
Law Center and is widely credited with shaping the organization’s mission and programs. In 2013, Cecilia was 
appointed to the Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS on which she currently serves. In 2015, Cecilia 
launched Positively Trans, a national, constituents-led project that focus on policy advocacy and leadership de-
velopment of transgender people living with HIV, especially transgender women of color.
 
BARBARA CREEL is an enrolled member of the Pueblo of Jemez, and a tenured profes-
sor at the UNM School of Law, where she serves as the Director of the Southwest Indian 
Law Clinic. She also teaches Criminal Procedure, Evidence, and Criminal Law in Indian 
Country, a course of her own design. Her scholarship and advocacy has focused on tribal 
courts, public defense and the right to the assistance of counsel for all. Prior to joining the 
faculty, she served as Assistant Federal Public Defender in the District of Oregon, where 
she gained an expertise in post-conviction relief and federal habeas corpus. 

She previously served as a state appellate defender in New Mexico, and a tribal criminal defender in Oregon, and 
currently defends clients in tribal, state and federal court – in and outside of the Clinic. Professor Creel served 
was appointed as an At-Large Member of the U.S. Sentencing Commission’s 2015 Tribal Issues Advisory Group 
(TIAG), and co-chaired of the TIAG’S Subcommittee on Tribal Court Convictions and Protection Order En-
forcement, advising the Commission and the executive branch on federal crime and sentencing policy impacting 
Native American Indians. She was the lead author of the Amici Curiae Brief on Behalf of Herself and the Tribal 
Defender Network in Support of Respondent filed in U. S. v. Bryant, in the U.S. Supreme Court.
 
LINDA DEMER, MD PhD is a professor of Medicine (Cardiology), Physiology, and Bio-
engineering, Vice Chair of Medicine, and Executive Director for the Specialty Training and 
Advanced Research Program at UCLA. She completed her graduate work at Johns Hop-
kins. She has served on the Board of Directors for the Autism Society of Los Angeles, the 
Advisory Board of the Achievable Foundation Clinic, the Human Rights Committee of a 
national disability rights organization, and on the Scientific Review Council of an autism 
research non-profit. She teaches a UCLA course on the autism spectrum and neurodiver-
sity, and has a grant with the Autism Society of Los Angeles to train doctors how to care for 
patients on the spectrum.
 
DEBORAH DORFMAN is a Senior Attorney at the Center for Public Representation in 
Northampton, Massachusetts. She has over 24 years of experience in the area of disability 
law, with a particular focus on legal issues pertaining to people with intellectual and/or men-
tal health disabilities. These issues include juvenile justice, education, access to Medicaid 
and state-funded services, prison and jail conditions, fair housing, civil commitment, foren-
sic mental health, among other issues. Ms. Dorfman has also been an adjunct professor at 



New York Law School in the Mental Disability Law Online Program and at St. John’s School of Law and has given 
numerous presentations, nationally and internationally, and published a number of articles on disability rights is-
sues. Ms. Dorfman received her law degree from New York Law School in 1992.
 
DR. MISHUANA GOEMAN, Tonawanda Band of Seneca, is an Associate Professor and 
Vice Chair of Gender Studies Department at the University of California, Los Angeles and 
affiliated faculty of American Indian Studies. Her recent book is Mark My Words: Native 
Women Mapping Our Nations (University of Minnesota Press). She has published in several 
peer-reviewed journals and guest edited journal volumes on Native Feminisms and on In-
digenous Performances. Recent book chapters include essays in Theorizing Native Studies, 
eds. Audra Simpson and Andrea Smith, (Duke University Press, 2014) and a chapter in 
Critically Sovereign: Indigenous Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist Studies, ed. Joanne Barker, 
Duke University Press, coming in 2017. She is also a Co-PI on a community based digital project grant, Mapping 
Indigenous L.A. (www.mila.ss.ucla.edu).
 
SARAH HALEY is an assistant professor of Gender Studies and African American Stud-
ies at the University of California, Los Angeles. She holds a PhD in African American 
Studies and American Studies and has worked as a paralegal for the New York Federal 
Public Defender office and as a labor organizer. Her research focuses on black feminist 
analyses of the U.S. carceral state from the late nineteenth century to the present, black 
women and labor, and black radical traditions and organizing. Her first book, No Mercy Here: 
Gender, Punishment, and the Making of Jim Crow Modernity, examines the lives of imprisoned 
women in the U.S. South from the 1870s to the 1930s and the role of carcerality in shaping 
cultural logics of race and gender under Jim Crow. She is working on a book that examines the relationship be-
tween domesticity, state violence, and the development of the contemporary carceral state.
 
EVERLYN HUNTER, MS, PsyD works primarily with children and adolescents in educa-
tional settings. She has worked in the field of psychology for over 20 years in two states, 
locked psychiatric centers, self-contained centers for emotionally disabled students in 
school districts, college counseling centers and County Department of Education, low-in-
cidence classrooms. She is also a California Board of psychology license-eligible candidate. 
Dr. Hunter currently works with the Los Angeles County Board of Education.



 
JANAYA KHAN is the co-founder of Black Lives Matter Toronto and has become a lead-
ing voice in the global crusade demanding social transformation, justice, and equality. 
Known as future within the BLM movement, khan is a Black, queer, gender-nonconforming 
activist, staunch Afrofuturist, boxer, and social-justice educator. Khan’s dedication and bold 
approach to social justice work has created opportunities to contribute to academic and 
frontline community dialogue engaging audiences on the global impacts of the Black Lives 
Matter movement. An accomplished lecturer and author, their writings have been featured 
in The Feminist Wire, The Root, Huffington Post Black Voices, and Al Jazeera.
 
CHRISTINE LITTLETON, a Professor of Law and Women’s Studies, has taught at UCLA 
since 1983. Before her retirement in 2015, she also served as Vice-Provost for Diversity 
and Faculty Development. Her primary research field is feminist legal theory, and she has 
led courses in employment discrimination, critical race theory, disability rights and sexual 
orientation. Professor Littleton joined UCLA after serving as law clerk to Judge Warren J. 
Ferguson of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 

She also has been active in the community as a founding member of the Board of the 
California Women’s Law Center and of Repair, and as a volunteer attorney for several nonprofit civil rights or-
ganizations. She has conducted or overseen investigations for the university and the City of Los Angeles involv-
ing allegations of discrimination on the basis of race, sex, religion and disability, and served as special master or 
consultant for major settlements in cases brought by the U.S. Department of Justice concerning housing and 
public accommodations discrimination. Littleton earned a bachelor’s degree with highest distinction in secondary 
education and communications from Pennsylvania State University and a J.D. from Harvard University.
 
RACHEL MEEROPOL is a Senior Staff Attorney and the Associate Director of Legal 
Training and Education at The Center for Constitutional Rights (“CCR”) where she works 
on prisoners’ rights, national security, and First Amendment issues. Rachel is lead counsel 
on Turkmen v. Ashcroft, a class action lawsuit against high-level federal officials for the post-
911 detention and abuse of Muslim non-citizens, currently pending in the Supreme Court. 
Rachel also represents prisoners detained in restrictive federal Communication Manage-
ment Units, California prisoners held for decades in solitary confinement, and environ-
mental and animal rights activists targeted as “terrorists” for non-violent protest activities. 
Rachel has co-edited and written two editions of the Jailhouse Lawyers Handbook, a do-it-yourself litigation 
manual for prisoners distributed free by CCR and the National Lawyers Guild, and was the contributing editor of 
“America’s Disappeared: Secret Imprisonment, Detainees, and the War on Terror,” published in 2005 by Seven 
Stories Press.



 
JYOTI NANDA is the Binder Clinical Teaching Fellow at UCLA School of Law where she 
has been teaching since 2003. To date, she has taught over 500 public interest law stu-
dents and is core faculty in both the Epstein Public Interest Law & Policy and Critical Race 
Studies Programs. Professor Nanda’s scholarship interests are in criminal and juvenile de-
linquency laws with a special focus on the inadequacies of law(s) to protect those at the 
intersection of gender, race and disability. She is particularly concerned about the ways in 
which we unjustly criminalize kids in schools. Four years ago, she launched the Youth & 
Justice Clinic at UCLA School of Law. Professor Nanda also serves on the Leadership 
Council of the Children’s Defense Fund-CA and is the Reporter for the American Bar Association’s Juvenile 
Justice Standards.
 
CAMILLE NELSON is Dean of American University Washington College of Law, having 
previously served as Dean of Suffolk University Law School. She is recognized for her writ-
ings on the intersection of critical race theory and cultural studies with emphasis on crimi-
nal law and procedure, health, and comparative law. Her scholarship is featured in law 
reviews, journals, anthologies, governmental and non-governmental publications, and legal 
textbooks. She has a BA from University of Toronto, a JD from University of Ottawa Fac-
ulty of Law, and an LL.M. from Columbia Law School. Before entering legal academia, she 
clerked for Justice Iacobucci of the Supreme Court of Canada and worked as a Litigation 
Associate at McCarthy Tétrault.
 
PRISCILLA OCEN is an Associate Professor of Law at Loyola Law School, where she 
teaches criminal law, family law and a seminar on race, gender and the law. Her work exam-
ines the relationship between race and gender identities and punishment. In particular, 
Ocen’s scholarship has explored conditions of confinement within women’s prisons and the 
race and gender implications of the use of practices such as shackling during labor and 
childbirth. She has also explored the ways in which race, gender and class interact to render 
women of color vulnerable to various forms of violence and criminalization. Prior to joining 
the faculty at Loyola Law School, Ocen was a Critical Race Studies fellow at UCLA School 
of Law, where she taught a course on Critical Race Theory and a seminar on Race, Gender and Incarceration. 

Additionally, Ocen served as a law clerk to the Honorable Eric L. Clay of the U.S Court of Appeals for the 
Sixth Circuit. Following her clerkship, she was the Thurgood Marshall Fellow at the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil 
Rights of the San Francisco Bay Area, where she worked on various racial justice issues including voting rights, 
police misconduct, and conditions of confinement in women’s prisons. Ocen spearheaded the creation of a Black 
Women’s Reentry Project.



DIANA ONLEY-CAMPBELL is Coordinator of the National Juvenile Justice Network’s 
Youth Justice Leadership Institute. She brings a lifetime of experience as an activist and 
decades of advocacy experience. In 1979 Ms. Onley-Campbell was a founding member of 
Spiderworts, the first all women anti-nuke direct action group in the U.S. She spent many 
years within the battered women’s movement as a child advocate at My Sister’s Place, a 
D.C. shelter for battered women and their children, and program executive for the National 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence. 

Ms. Onley-Campbell’s experience ranges from street activism to academic collaborations (as assistant di-
rector at The Union Institute’s Center for Women) to systems advocacy (through her appointment to the 
Mayor’s Commission on Violence Against Women) to direct service provision. She has held communi-
ty-based leadership positions on the governing boards of the Sexual Minority Youth Assistance League and 
the African American Women’s Resource Center, and the advisory board of Lesbian Services of Whit-
man-Walker Clinic in D.C. She is the immediate past president of Empower DC’s board, serving four years 
in that office. She was previously program director at the Gaea Foundation and the executive director of 
the National Organizers Alliance, a national membership organization for community-based organizers.  
Ms. Onley-Campbell has her bachelor’s degree in sociology, with honors, from The Union Institute and Univer-
sity.
 
CLAUDIA PEÑA is currently co-director and co-founder of Repair, an organization based 
in Los Angeles that addresses how systems of oppression and exploitation, such as racism, 
make people sick and disable communities. She conducts community workshops that teach 
members of the public about their rights regarding health care and patient rights or how 
oppression has a physiological impact on the body. She has testified at Senate hearings with 
regard to sex trafficking and previously directed the California Civil Rights Coalition for 5 
years. Peña also teaches an undergraduate course at UCLA called Law, Gender & Disability, 
and is presently teaching Disability Law for the UCLA School of Law.

Peña earned her B.A. at Mills College in Sociology and her J.D. at UCLA School of Law where she specialized 
in the Epstein Program in Public Interest Law and Policy and Critical Race Studies. Her work has be published in 
California Lawyer, Non-Profit Quarterly, and Georgetown Journal of Modern Critical Race Perspectives.
 
AMEENA MIRZA QAZI is the Executive Director of the Los Angeles chapter of the 
National Lawyers Guild. A civil rights attorney and activist, Ameena has worked on free 
speech, social and economic justice, discrimination, First Amendment, equal protection, 
and procedural due process issues. Formerly the Deputy Executive Director and Staff 
Attorney for the Council on American-Islamic Relations — Greater Los Angeles Area 
Chapter (CAIR-LA), the largest American Muslim civil rights and advocacy group, cases 
she’s worked on include co-counseling a wrongful death action and §1983 claim against 
LAPD that resulted in a $1.7 million verdict, and co-counseling a class action lawsuit with 



the ACLU of Southern California and Hadsell, Stormer and Renick, LLP against the FBI for unlawful surveillance 
of the Southern California Muslim community. She also worked on various research projects, including the Insti-
tute for Social Policy and Understanding’s “Detroit Mosque Study” as well as PEW Foundation’s “Muslim Amer-
icans: Middle Class and Mostly Mainstream.” A member of the California State Bar, Ameena graduated with 
Cum Laude honors from Wayne State University School of Law, and graduated Magna Cum Laude from UCLA 
with a BA in Political Science.
 
BETH RIBET, PHD, JD is co-director and co-founder of Repair. Dr. Ribet earned her 
doctorate from the University of California-Irvine in 2005, in Social Relations (Sociology 
& Anthropology), and her JD from UCLA Law in 2009, with a concentration in Critical 
Race Studies. She wrote her doctoral dissertation based on interviews with Jewish daugh-
ters of Holocaust survivors in the United States. In addition to her non-profit sector work, 
Dr. Ribet is a lecturer in Gender Studies and Disability Studies at UCLA, and has taught 
previously at UCLA Law and Columbia University Law, among other institutions. Virtually 
all of her research and teaching incorporates some focus on the role of subordination, vio-
lence and inequity in creating new disabilities, injuries and illnesses among vulnerable populations. She also speaks 
publicly as a survivor of violence, specifically child sexual exploitation, and as a person with disabilities.
 
THOMAS SAENZ is President and General Counsel of MALDEF; he leads the organiza-
tion in pursuing litigation, policy advocacy, and community education to promote the civil 
rights of all Latinos living in the United States in the areas of education, employment, im-
migrants’ rights, and voting rights. Saenz rejoined MALDEF in August 2009, after four 
years on Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa’s executive team. He previously spent 12 
years at MALDEF practicing civil rights law, including four years as litigation director. Saenz 
graduated from Yale College and Yale Law School. He clerked for two federal judges before 
initially joining MALDEF in 1993.
 
ELYN R. SAKS is Orrin B. Evans Professor of Law, Psychology, and Psychiatry and the 
Behavioral Sciences at the University of Southern California Gould School of Law; Direc-
tor of the Saks Institute for Mental Health Law, Policy, and Ethics; Adjunct Professor of 
Psychiatry at the University of California, San Diego, School of Medicine; and Faculty at 
the New Center for Psychoanalysis. Professor Saks received her J.D. from Yale Law 
School, and a Ph.D. in Psychoanalytic Science from the New Center for Psychoanalysis. 
She was also awarded an Honorary Doctor of Laws degree (LL.D., Hon.) from Pepperdine 
University. Saks writes extensively in the area of law and mental health, having published 
five books and more than fifty articles and book chapters. Her memoir, The Center Cannot Hold: My Journey 
Through Madness, describes her struggles with schizophrenia and her managing to craft a good life for herself in 
the face of a dire prognosis. She has won numerous honors, including a 2009 John D. and Catherine T. MacAr-
thur Fellowship (the so- called “Genius Grant”).



 
SHANNON SPEED is a citizen of the Chickasaw Nation. She is Director of the American 
Indian Studies Center and an Associate Professor of Gender Studies and Anthropology at 
UCLA. Dr. Speed has worked for the last two decades in Mexico and in the U.S with indig-
enous immigrant women on issues of indigenous autonomy, sovereignty, gender, violence, 
and social justice. She has published five books and edited volumes, including Rights in Re-
bellion: Human Rights and Indigenous Struggle in Chiapas. She has published numerous 
journal articles and book chapters in English and Spanish, as well as two books in Spanish. 
Her current research project is called States of Violence: Indigenous Women Migrants and 
Human Rights in the Era of Neoliberal Multicriminalism.
 
CHRISTINE STARK is an award-winning writer, visual artist, and national and internation-
al speaker of Anishinaabe and Cherokee ancestry. Her first novel, Nickels: A Tale of Disso-
ciation, was a Lambda Literary Finalist. Her essays, poems, and creative non-fiction have 
appeared in numerous publications, including University of Pennsylvania Law Review; The 
WIP; Florida Review; The Chalk Circle: Intercultural Prize Winning Essays; When We Be-
come Weavers: Queer Female Poets on the Midwest Experience; Hawk and Handsaw: The 
Journal of Creative Sustainability; and many others. Her poem “Momma’s Song” was re-
corded by Fred Ho and the Afro Asian Music Ensemble as a double manga CD. She is also 
a co-editor of Not For Sale: Feminists Resisting Prostitution and Pornography, and co-author of Garden of Truth: The 
Prostitution and Trafficking of Native Women in Minnesota. In 2012 she was named a “Changemaker” by the Wom-
en’s Press.

Currently, she is completing her second novel, Carnival Lights. She has taught writing and humanity courses at 
a universities and community colleges. Currently, she is the Project Coordinator of the Two-Spirit program at 
the Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center. She is completing an MSW at the University of Minnesota at 
Duluth. For more information visit: christinestark.com
 
SHANTEL VACHANI received both her law degree, with an emphasis in public interest 
law, and her master’s degree in social welfare, with a concentration in macro practice, from 
UCLA School of Law and UCLA School of Social Welfare, respectively. She is currently a 
senior lecturer at USC School of Social Work. She founded and Chairs the National Asso-
ciation of Social Workers-USC Unit. Previously, Vachani was also an education attorney 
and social worker at Public Counsel in the Children’s Rights Project where she provided 
legal and social advocacy for transition-age foster youth. In addition to direct services, she 
provided stakeholder trainings and worked on policy issues related to court-involved youth. 
Prior to joining Public Counsel, Vachani was a Soros Fellow at the Learning Rights Law Center where she devel-
oped a project called the School-to-Prison-Pipeline Reversal Project aimed at addressing the staggering number 
of minority youth with unidentified and untreated mental health and learning disabilities being pushed out of 
schools and into the juvenile justice system. She is committed to strengthening families and communities through 
legal and social advocacy.



 
ANGELES ZARAGOZA is a Deputy Alternate Public Defender for Los Angeles County. 
Previously, she worked as an Assistant Federal Defender for the Eastern District of Cali-
fornia handling a felony caseload, and as a misdemeanor trial attorney with the Sacramento 
County Public Defender. Her experience at both county and federal level has illustrated 
numerous challenges and shortcomings in the justice system, and strengthened her resolve 
to be a fierce advocate for her clients, and a voice for better and more just policies. 

Angeles graduated from UCLA Law School’s Public Interest Law and Policy Program with 
a Critical Race Studies concentration. While in law school, she was awarded the Cesar Chavez Fellowship and 
spent both summers with Learning Rights Law Center doing special education advocacy within the juvenile halls 
and camps in Los Angeles County. Her final year of law school, Angeles clerked for the Los Angeles County 
Public Defender’s office and spent an additional year there as a Senior Law Clerk.

MCLE Credit is available through the State Bar of California, including 8.5 CLE hours in total, with 4.25 hours of Elimination of Bias 
credit. Provider number: 17833. 

Provider approved by the CA Board of Registered Nursing, Provider Number CEP16697, for 3 contact hours. Approved sessions 
are Plenary 1 (10:45am, February 10) and Plenary 4 (2:30pm, February 11) at 1.5 contact hours each.  

CEUs in Social Work are available for California only (for LCSWs, MFTs and LPCCs). Event approved for 8.5 CEUs. About the pro-
vider: The University of Southern California (USC) School of Social Work, an accredited school of social work as defined in Business 
and Professions Code section 4991.2, meets the requirements set forth in section 4996.22(d) (1). The School is recognized by the 
California Board of Behavioral Sciences as a continuing education provider pursuant to Section 1887.4.3



THANK YOU

Repair would like to thank all of our speakers and attendees, and the following entities and individuals for contributing to 
the development and success of the symposium!
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Joanie and Leigh’s Cakes

REPAIR: A HEALTH AND DISABILITY JUSTICE ORGANIZATION

Living with violence, poverty, exploitation, racial and gender discrimination and ongoing vulnerability takes a toll on health, 
shortens lives, and creates new mental and physical illnesses and disabilities. Our work includes community dialogue and 
education, research and production of academic knowledge, training for advocates and providers in health, law, and social 
services, and direct organizing and advocacy for deeper social change. Our community is made up of people who can 
imagine the right to health and well-being as a core value, inseparable from other forms of social justice work.

MISSION

Repair engages in research, education, and community-level advocacy regarding health challenges, health disparities and 
disabilities that result from social problems. We address illness, injuries, and mental and physical disabilities that are the 
direct consequence of systemic violence, exploitation and/or inequity. Damage to the health of vulnerable populations 
generates immediate and ongoing suffering, and further escalates communal vulnerability. We aim to link research, ed-
ucation and advocacy, in order to build well-informed interventions that challenge the problems we are concerned with, 
often in partnership with other organizations.
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